
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 January 2018 

 

 
Would members of your Bar Association like to provide legal services to people 
detained in local garda stations?  
 
 
Dear Bar Association President, 
 
A reality of life for many people is that – while they have the right to consult a solicitor – they 
may not actually have their own lawyer to call in such circumstances.  If a person under 
arrest does not request their own solicitor, Gardaí cannot by law direct that person to use a 
specific solicitor. To support both the detained person and Gardaí in complying with the law, 
in May 2015, we created an online tool: ‘Find a Garda Station Solicitor’.  
 
This is a public database of solicitors in every Garda Station Division available to provide 
legal advices and also attend interviews.  
 
This has been a popular Law Society initiative since its initial trial launch, with 221 solicitors 
currently registered to provide garda station legal services nationwide and over 11,000 views 
of the webpage.  We have also recently updated the database to cover those who have been 
detained under a European Arrest Warrant. 
 
While there can be no requirement that a solicitor be geographically close to a garda station, 
ideally, it is important that people detained in garda stations do not have to wait for an 
unreasonable amount of time for their selected solicitor to arrive.  Visit the ‘Find a Garda 
Station Solicitor’ Directory, accessible through the Law Society website, and select your local 
Garda Station Division to see solicitors currently on the list for your locality.   
 
We wish to encourage local solicitors, members of your Bar Association, who would like to 
provide criminal law legal services locally to add their name to the Directory for their local An 
Garda Síochána Division.  Interested members of your Bar Association can register for their 
local Division by following these instructions: 
1. Log in with your solicitor number and password to access your dashboard  
2. Go to the Garda Station Search registration page  
3. Select your local An Garda Síochána Division.  
 
If a solicitor requires help with their solicitor number, this appears on their practising 
certificate or they can contact records@lawsociety.ie. 
 
 
  

http://www.lawsociety.ie/gss
http://www.lawsociety.ie/gss
https://www.lawsociety.ie/Dashboard/dashboard/gss-registration/
mailto:records@lawsociety.ie


For assistance with passwords or updating contact details in the Directory, please 
email webmaster@lawsociety.ie. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Michael Quinlan 
President 
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